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Introduction 


The Lucian Manifesto is a series of short essays and arguments I have written to better 
express and explain the Satanic viewpoints I have. Each essay is going to be divided into a 
chapter with a concise title to get the point across. This is not meant to be a “replacement” to any 
other Satanic philosophy. Many of the things written will go against works such as the Satanic 
Bible by Anton LaVey, or the ideals people such as Lilith Starr (author of Compassionate 
Satanism) believe a Satanist should hold. These are my views and my views alone. 

A lot of it is going to be syncretic, that is, combining beliefs from various Satanic 
organizations and sources into a path that I follow. I’m going to be borrowing ideas from 
Satanists, combining their philosophies into one that is right for me. I don’t expect this 
manifesto to go far, as a matter of fact it’s writing for me and only me really. But if it does go far 
and wide, I don’t expect it to be taken well necessarily. LaVeyans will call me a heretic, and TST 
followers will call me an extremist, it is what it is. 

Anton LaVey once said “Satan represents indulgence instead of abstinence!” This is a 
part of the Satanic mythology that I’m especially an advocate for and enthusiast of. Life is 
fleeting, it can end at any second, and to live large and lavishly is the best way to go about things. 

I’ve tried in the past to create my own religion. Didn’t work. I’m no philosopher, no 
author or preacher. I can only write about how I feel, not how others should feel. If others 
gravitate toward my streamlining of Satanism, great for them. But I’m not going to pretend that 
this is a brand new sect, akin to the Temple of Set or the many that broke away from the Satanic 
Temple. This is for me, and I wouldn’t have it any other way, and as a Satanist, having things go 
my way is what I strive for. 

With the incoherent rambling done and over with, I welcome you into the world of 


“Lucian Satanism”, and invite you to read the Lucian Satanic Manifesto. 


What's Wrong With The Rules? 


The prominent Satanic institutions all have sets of rules or tenets that they expect their 


followers to view as guides to living a Satanic lifestyle. The Church of Satan has 29 rules in total, 


split into three different categories. They are known as the Nine Satanic Statements, Nine 


Satanic Sins, and Eleven Satanic Rules of the Earth. 
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In my opinion, each of the Satanic Sins are sensible. 
There are explanations given via the Church of Satan’s 
website that further elaborate on each of them, and in 
my opinion, they are perfect. The Satanic Statements, as 
well, are totally fine. This, however, cannot be said for 
the Eleven Satanic Rules of the Earth. This is chock full 
of the “edgy” material that anti-Satanists love to laugh at 
us over. I agree with everything here, because I know 
how to interpret things and not take everything literally, 
but the wording definitely puts people off when seen. 
That’s not to say that’s a concern to Satanists, because 


it’s not, but when codifying a manifesto regarding my 


own beliefs, I’d like to clarify my positions. The talk of “destruction” aimed towards those that 


annoy you in your own lair isn’t necessary, same with the rule regarding magic. I understand 


LaVey did not mean literal sci-fi magic, rather the ways humans can influence others around 


them through their talents, but it creates room for unnecessary and unrealistic spirituality and 


supernaturalism. 


The Satanic Temple also has their own rules, which they call tenets. Since 2013, their 
organization has become synonymous with Satanism, for worse in my opinion. Their tenets, 


while sensible, have become what everyone 


THE SATANIC TEMPLE 


associates with Satanism despite the fact 


that TST is not even a religious group, but 


rather a profit-driven political lobbyist 
organization. 

As a progressive, I’m quite fond of Se 
their tenets. Bodily autonomy and social 
justice activism are extremely important 


values I hold, and seeing TST represent 


them is nice, but again, this represents a 


THE MISSION OF THE SATANIC TEMPLE IS TO ENCOURAGE BENEVOLENCE AND EMPATHY AMONG ALL PEOPLE. 


political organization, not a religious one. IN ADDITION. WE EMBRACE PRACTICAL COMMON SENSE AND JUSTICE. 


AS AN ORGANIZED RELIGION, WE FEEL IT Is OUR FUNCTION TO ACTIVELY PROVIDE OUTREACH, TO LEAD 
BY EXAMPLE, AND TO PARTICIPATE IN PUBLIC AFFAIRS WHERESOEVER THE ISSUES MIGHT BENEFIT FROM. 
RATIONAL. SATANIC INSIGHTS. AS SATANISTS, WE ALL SHOULD BE GUIDED BY OUR CONSCIENCES TO UNDERTAKE 
NOBLE PURSUITS GUIDED BY OUR INDIVIDUAL WILLS. WE BELIEVE THAT THIS IS THE HOPE OF ALL 


With The Satanic Temple, there’s also the NRA Se eT: 

issue of “why should I believe what they ns 

say?” When it comes to the Church of Satan, they have a philosophy to back their rules. The 
Satanic Temple has no Satanic Bible to point to when their beliefs are questioned, or any form of 
a source for its belief. TST’s library consists of titles from the era of Romantic Satanism, with 
works like Paradise Lost and Revolt of the Angels making up the canon. I don’t consider this a 
real philosophical basis for TST Satanism, especially when TST doesn’t reiterate how those 


stories relate to their religion. As I was writing this, the book The Little Book of Satanism was 


released. 


God 


In most theistic religions, there is the belief in a supreme being that determines the lives 
of the humans it created. Sometimes, they have names, other times they're just called by their 
title. There is little difference to the Satanist what these gods are said to have controlled in their 
mythologies, because it all centers on the same thing - ownership over man. Whether it be Hera 
transforming Io into a cow because her husband had an affair with her, or “God” genocide-ing 
humanity because he didn’t like how his creations turned out, the gods ruling mankind have 
always decided that they’re well within their right to have their way with us. 

I believe that nobody should have authority over the body you reside in other than 
yourself. As a human being, you are unique. You are an individual, and no deity is your master. 
If gods were real, they’d be infringing on my basic human rights. For example, the rights to self 
determination and bodily autonomy. The fact that these religions all demand your worship in 
the first place violates that autonomy and determination. They declare that if I don’t do as they 
dictate, I will end up suffering in hell, or limbo, or whatever other pit of despair they shove 
non-conformists into. If there is an omniscient and omnipotent god (or multiple of them), that 
revokes my right to self determination. No decision I make is mine. Something else already 


knew my next move before the thought entered my head. 


Love and Hate 


Love is certainly one of the strongest emotions we are capable of feeling. It takes form in 
many ways. Sometimes, it’s becoming enchanted with somebody and wanting to spend your life 
with them. Other times, it’s being the pillar of support your friend needs, and then even still it 
can be simply putting passion into a project you’re invested in. Love is responsible for the 
greatest achievements of humankind, as well as the saddest tragedies. Hate on the other hand is 
also one of the strongest emotions we are capable of feeling. Hate is associated with violence and 
destruction. It is seen as a negative force that one should try to avoid. However, hate is natural, 
and it’s something everybody feels. 

Despite what many think, these emotions aren’t pure opposites, there’s a lot of overlap. 
Hatred to one is love to another. It is important not to stop either from manifesting inside 
oneself, and to exercise these emotions in a way that is healthy and practical. Love should not be 
extended to everybody you meet. This not only dilutes the power your love has, but is a tiring 
and ultimately pointless thing to attempt. On the same note, hatred should never be extended to 
everybody you encounter. This only makes your life more difficult, as it is harder to gain friends, 
acquaintances, or allies when you put people off from you. 

You should not try to stifle these emotions, but rather control them. This is a belief not 


just unique to Satanists, but also shared by other non-theistic religions, such as 


The End? 


It’s easy to understand why so many people are religious. Most of it boils down to the 
concept of life after death. The fact of death is so scary to so many, and so they come flocking to 
religion, hoping to find an answer that will calm them down and give them something to look 
forward to. Some believe in an afterlife, others believe in reincarnation, and some are in the 
middle, believing that we stay on Earth as spirits, floating around aimlessly. I understand the 
desire to continue living. As a matter of fact, it’s why Satanism is a religion in the first place. 


Satanism encourages individuals to live the best lives they can in the little time they have. 


Why Satan? 


“Satanists are just edgy atheists.” 

“Satanists use the name to piss off Christians.” 

“Why not just call it Humanism?” 

These are all complaints I’ve heard from people who don’t understand the philosophy of 
Satanism or at least see its appeal. These people range from Atheists to Christians, Muslims to 
Theistic Satanists. These complaints are not also insulting, but mind-numbingly asinine in 
general. Responding to them is always a pain in the ass, because those that 

Let's start with the first claim everyone loves to make. “Satanism is just edgy atheism.” 
When I ask people to elaborate on what they mean by this, they usually don’t. “Edgy”, the way 
most of us use it today, usually means someone stating something outrageous for the sole 
intention of garnering a reaction in others. That’s why a lot of people we refer to as edgy are 
those who are racist, homophobic, or sexist. People that say things like, “blacks are inferior” and 
“women belong in the kitchen.” There is nothing “edgy” about the religion of Satanism. Satanism 
isn’t just using the name “Satan” to get a rise out of the religious folks, it’s a word used to 
represent religious people. Satanic people. 

In the few cases they do choose to elaborate on how Satanism is “edgy”, they always 
respond by going to point two, and saying that “Satanists use the name to anger Christians.” 
This is again, not true. The Church of Satan has stated multiples what Satan means to them, that 
they embrace the origin of the word, which means adversary. Similarly, those in the “Romantic” 
strain of Satanism tend to view Satan as a noble literary figure, with inspiration from writers 
such as John Milton or Anatole France. For example, the Satanic Temple uses the name Satan 
because to them, “Satan is a symbol of the Eternal Rebel in opposition to arbitrary authority, 


24 


forever defending personal sovereignty even in the face of insurmountable odds. 


I’m not the most well-versed in the Bible, so I tend to use the term as it was originally 
defined. I am proudly an adversary of those who seek to impose their will on others who are 
unwilling, and those who wish to cause society to stagnate in favor of advancing their spiritual 
religions. 

Those who understand that Satanic philosophy is actually about the individual and living 
life to the fullest sometimes ask why we call it Satanism. It’s common for them to go on about 
how if it were just called humanism or individualism or something else, we’d have more 
followers and not have to explain ourselves every time we state what our religion is. This line of 
thinking is based on a misconception, however. Unlike those who follow more mainstream 
religions, particularly Christians, Satanists have no interest in bringing more people into their 
religion. It’s not something we oppose of course, but Satanists do not proselytize and we have 
never had an interest in that. Many people are simply born Satanists, and it’s more than likely 
they'll come across the Satanic Bible or some other source of the religion in their lifetimes. The 
reason Satanism isn’t just called Humanism or something similar is because it’s much more 
than appreciating man. It’s about enjoying indulgences and the intricacy of life. Living every day 
as if it’s your last because it may very well be. 

Going back to the “Satanists just want to piss of Christians” argument (if you can call it 
that), it makes me ask this question: Why should we be expected to cater to the needs and 
feelings of the most dominant religion in the world and change our name to something more 


palatable for them? 
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Why Satanism? 


This question may seem similar to the previous one, but the answer is addressing 
something different entirely. The previous question had to do with why “satan” and Satan are 
used to represent the religion, but this one concerns why one would identify themselves as a 
Satanist over, say, an atheist, or humanist, or even an atheopagan. 

Atheism, as stated before, is not a religion. It is simply a label that is used to state your 
position on whether or not gods exist. There is no Atheist Holy Book or Atheist rituals, it is 
simply a word someone who does not believe in gods uses. You can be an atheist and religious. 
You can be an atheist and even believe in supernaturalism. But simply being an atheist does not 


mean you belong to a religion. Similarly, humanism isn’t a religion either. 
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“Theistic Satanism” 


“Theistic Satanism’ is an oxymoronic term and thus absurd. In Satanism each 
individual is his or her own god—there is no room for any other god and that 
includes Satan, Lucifer, Cthulhu or whatever other name one might select or take 


from history or fiction.” 


This excerpt comes from the Church of Satan’s FAQ page, specifically the section that 
discusses the church’s fundamental beliefs. Satanism was first codified in 1966, with Anton 
LaVey’s Satanic Bible. Since then, numerous Satanic organizations have condemned the idea of 
“theistic Satanism”, claiming that it is in fact against the entire Satanic ideology. The largest 
Satanic organization (or at least largest organization claiming to be Satanic), The Satanic 
Temple, believes that “religion can, and should, be divorced from superstition.” Most modern 
Satanic organizations are non-theistic, and oppose the idea of theism in Satanism. Even those on 
the more spiritual side of it are against the notion. 

Theistic Satanism, to me, is a valid religious viewpoint , but should always be separated 
from Satanism by the term “theistic” in front of it. Satanism only became an organized and 
official, actual religion when Anton LaVey put it into the Satanic Bible. Theistic Satanism isn’t a 
religion, but rather a field of several diverse, contradicting, and complex faiths. There are several 
strands that have completely different belief systems from one another. For example, Yazidi 
Derived Satanism, which gets its beliefs from the Kitab Al-Jilwah: Book of Revelation, a text 
assumed to be a sacred book of the Yazidis. There’s also the Order of Nine Angles, a Neo-Nazi 
occultist organization that believes an Aeon of Fire will last until 2390, during which a 
militiristic government will overtake the world to take us out of a Time of Troubles. The Temple 


of Satan believes that Satan is a part of an unholy trinity, made up by Satan (father), the 
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Antichrist (son) and Unholy Spirit (Vi Diaboli), and that it is there missionis to aid Satan in 
opening gates to hell and allowing his army to enter so his followers may be rewarded. While all 
of this may seem like science fiction, people genuinely believe it. 

Because it is so diverse, I don’t like it when it gets lumped in with what I practice. People 
would sooner believe I’m a person that thinks Satan’s army is coming through the gates of hell to 
uproot society than believe I’m just a kid who is tired of living in restraint. I view Theistic 
Satanists the same way I view Abrahamics, Neo-Pagans, and those who follow the Eastern 
religions, in that I believe all of their faiths are false. Not false as in “my god told me that if you 
worship another you're evil and going to hell,” but false as in there is no evidence supporting 
their belief systems. 

There needs to be a clear distinction between “Theistic Satanism” and “Satanism”. Many 
like to add the words “atheistic”or “non-theistic” in front of the term “Satanist” when discussing 
philosophies in the strain of what LaVey created. Personally, I’ve grown to find it redundant, and 


simply refer to myself as simply a Satanist. 


The Beauty of Being a Nonconformist 


Many like to call Satanists rejects. 


Rituals 


| have seen a large variety of Satanic rituals in my time. 


LaVey’s book, Honey’s Book, legivorden book 
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Sources 


https://thesatanictemple.com/pages/faq 
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